[image: image1.png]||||||||||

Initiativep
Mehrweg




[image: image1.png]

[image: image2.jpg]



Press release

Multi-way – measurably sustainable

The advantages of multi-way compared to one-way packaging in fruit and vegetable transport in Europe are clearly demonstrated by a new environmental impact calculator. 

Berlin, 03.02.2010 Stiftung Initiative Mehrweg (SIM) today introduced an environmental impact calculator for rapid and straight forward comparison of the environmental impact of fruit and vegetable transport using different packaging systems. Multi-way packaging gives significant savings in all environment related categories. With the help of the environmental impact calculator each individual commercial enterprise can calculate its own savings potential as well as the savings that can be attained in the whole EU market. For example exclusive use of multi-way crates instead of one-way cardboard boxes for transport in the EU would save nearly 590,000t CO2. That is equivalent to the annual emissions of, on average, 260,000 cars, more than 200,000 oil fired heating systems or the potential savings attainable by exchanging 18.3M light bulbs with energy saving bulbs.

The managing director of the foundation, state secretary (ret.) D. Clemens Stroetmann explains “It is time for action both in the debate on sustainability and in climate protection. The goal of our environmental impact calculator is to clearly illustrate the advantages of multi-way and support environmental awareness in decision making“. Currently it is most common to describe sustainability relative to CO2 emissions as a messure for climate protection. The calculator, however, at the same time indicates the contributions to other environmental effects assessed in the life-cycle analysis: over fertilization (eutrophication), ozone depletion, summer smog (formation of photo-oxidants) and acidification. Results in all categories prove the advantage of multi-way plastic crates compared to one-way cardboard boxes.

Eva Leonhardt, deputy director of SIM, added: “Calculations are based on average distances in Europe. With shorter distances and prolonged usage of the multi-way crates, the advantage of multi-way is even more apparent“.

The environmental impact calculator was developed on the basis of a life-cycle-analysis in 2009. Multi-way plastic crate systems for fruit and vegetables were compared to one-way systems made of wood or cardboard. The study „On the sustainability of packaging systems for transport of fruit and vegetables in Europe“ focussed its analysis on the five most important producers (Spain, Italy, France, the Netherlands, Germany) and the four biggest consumers (France, the Netherlands, Great Britain, Germany). Environmental impact calculator and study were compiled by the Department of Life Cycle Engineering at the Fraunhofer Institute for Building Physics, University of Stuttgart and the chair for Building Physics at the University of Stuttgart. The study is a comparative life-cycle analysis conforming to DIN EN ISO 14040. A critical review was performed by an external, independent expert who validated conformity of the study with DIN EN ISO requirements.

Both German and English versions of the environmental impact calculator, including explanations, as well as a summary of the study can be downloaded from the SIM homepage free of charge:

www.stiftung-mehrweg.de
http://www.stiftung-mehrweg.de/calculator/Calculator_en.html
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The complete study can be acquired from C HOCH 4 GmbH, email: info@choch4.de, at a cost of € 500.00 per copy.
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